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Stalking
Smith

enter play

By Adam Joseph, StaffReporter
Adam_Joseph@csumb.edu

By Darrell Hirashima, Sports Editor
Darrell_Hirashima@csumb.edu

With impressive home victories
over Chico State and Cal State
Stanislaus at the beginning of
December, CSUMB men’s bas
ketball put themselves in a posi
tion unfamiliar to Otter athlet
ics since their transition to the
CCAA. First place.
Now 2-0 in conference play,
the Otters hold a three-way tie
with Sonoma State and Cal State
San Bernardino. CSUMB does
not play another conference
game until Jan. 7 when they host
San Francisco State at 7:30 p.m.
at the OSC.
This will make a very merry
Christmas for the men’s bas
ketball team and their fans, as
they sit comfortably in first place
for the remainder of 2004. Until
then the Otters will stay sharp
with a non-conference visit to
Fresno Pacific on Dec. 18 and
then play host to Ursinus College
of Collegeville, PA and the Univ.
of North Dakota at the Monterey
Bay Classic Dec. 29-31.
Junior transfer Devoughn
Lamont has been turning heads
with his ability to score inside, and
leaving defenders with the spins,
showing them an assortment of
jump hooks and turnaround jump
ers. The 6’9” Lamont is averaging
23.5 ppg after the first two confer
ence games, shooting over 59 per
cent from the field and canning 9
of his 12 free throw attempts.
Head Coach Bill Trumbo said

HOOPS continued on page 6

The house stands out like a king
in a room full of paupers. And
it is the paupers who guard this
house closely when the Smiths
are away. It was when I took a
quick glance in my rear view mir
ror that I noticed a stout, furball
of a man standing immediately
behind my car jotting something
down in a small notebook, prob
ably my license plate number.
When he saw the reflection of
my eyes in the mirror pointing
directly at him, he quickly scur
ried back inside his house.
It seems as though Mr. and Mrs. Smith enjoy a 5 o'clock cocktail now and then.
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SMITH continued on page 11

The cult of service in US colleges
By Alex Chapman, StaffReporter
Alexander_Chapman@csumb.edu

The social justice advocates labor
in an old army building, bet
ter known as Building 45A. To
promote social justice, they have
sent thousands of CSUMB stu
dents into the community under
the banner of service learning.
Some call it a blessing while oth
ers call it a cult.
Service learning has been “very
successful,” according to Service
Learning Institute (SLI) Director
Seth Pollack. “Most of the stu
dents who have taken it really
appreciate it. Most of the commu
nity partners are thrilled.”
“Imagine all the potential
nightmares,” Pollack said of the
number of students out in the

community. “Or imagine all the a liberal cult, which promotes vidual responsibility.
social responsibility over indipotential blessings.”
SL continued on page 3
Critics scorn
service learn
ing. In a col
umn by Debra
J.
Saunders
of the San
Francisco
Chronicle, the
program was
called
“the
big cult.” Her
complaint:
“What’s the
difference
between man
datory com
munity service
and cults on
campus?” To
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her the SLI is A client of the John XXIII Needle Exchange comes in and takes a break.

News
Clubs deplete year’s funds in one semester
By Marian Muhammad
Marian_Muhammad@csumb.edu

usually free of charge. The events range

of base operating fees until they have com

been discussing more feasible ways to dis

from guest lectures, musical performances

pleted their one-year period of incubation.

tribute funds to clubs rather than its current

and cultural banquets.

Want to start a club and earn some funding?
It may be too late. CSUMB’s Inter Club
Council (ICC) has run out of funds after a
plentiful semester of events.

Every semester, clubs organize and host
a variety of campus events open to stu
dents and the community,

The amount of money ICC receives

‘yay’ or ‘nay’ system. As the ICC is run

Funding for these events comes from the

yearly changes depending on what the

now, the decision of how much money, if

ICC, which is attained from the Associated

executive board feels is needed. Once

any is given to proposing clubs, is all in the

Students (AS), who in turn, receives their
funding from mandatory student fees incor

the executive board decides upon an

hands of their fellow ICC representatives.

amount, the ICC treasurer proposes it to

porated into each student’s tuition.

the financial committee who reviews the
amount. Once an amount is decided, that

“Its up to the clubs to spread funds
amongst its need,” said Beckelman.

Since the depletion of the funds, some

campus organizers have become fearful of

amount has to be approved once again by

not attaining the appropriate amount of

the senate.
Due to the high activity of clubs this

funding needed in time to put together

semester, ICC funds went rather quickly.

aware of the procedure of mak

The ICC executive board will go through a

are in the process of being rewritten which

ing the proposals, that could be a

mid-year review in which they will request

will change certain caps such as travel and

disadvantage,” Alexis Reeves said,

more funds from the Financial Committee.

equipment.

Black Students United member and
ICC treasurer.

Although last year’s mid year review

“Things that don’t benefit the entire cam

granted additional funds, AS President Yuri

pus are not going to have as much support

The ICC was allotted $38,000

Beckelman said, “It’s looking positive,

as far as funding,” said Cabrera-Murillo.

expenses this year.
Included in that amount are $100 pay

but it’s not a guarantee,” as far as actually

Mary Anne Drummond, adviser of ICC,

said ICC has become more structured since

ments allotted to the members of the ICC

receiving more funds this year. The mid
year review will occur in February.

executive board and $250 allotted to each

Other options available to student orga

of the 33 active clubs on campus for base

nizations are to do fundraisers and com
munity outreach.

club

remaining amount of funds

GRAPHIC BY SARA DOWE

for events and travel expenses

“We all need to be doing outreach,”
said Beckelman. “Asking them for help

for clubs. Clubs that have

is not asking for a favor.”

recently been established this

As far as the strategic planning for next

semester receive only half the amount

semester goes, the ICC executive board has

Gettin’ in, gettin’ out
CSUMB could be a stepping-stone to
bigger and better things in life, or just
another reason for wanting to get the hell
out of the house. Perhaps a friend wanted
to come here, or they liked surfing, or
they heard of the multicultural surround
ings at CSUMB.
Kathryn Ellis, from the Campus

Service Center in Building 47, said
students who have had problems with

unless a student is from the tri-county

transferring to this campus

area, until Fall 2005 because of budget

because some of my classes

related issues and because it’s now an

I took at the junior college

impacted campus.

I attended, didn’t transfer

but were the same class as
offered here, but different

“The problem is not
transferring into CSUMB
but transferring from
CSUMB.”
KATHRYN ELLIS

name. Then there was the

paperwork and transcripts
that took a good portion
of time, as of this day I

have holds on my academic
records which prevent from

adding and dropping via

transferring to and from CSUMB have

them because they “haven’t planned
things and it leaves them in a frustrating

“The problem is not transferring into
CSUMB but transferring from CSUMB,”

mess with classes that don’t continue

Ellis said. “We have tons of excellent

over, or the classes aren’t major specific

resources that are available from upper

and of course the dreaded paperwork of

division housing to academic staff.”

applying to universities.”
This spring semester, CSUMB will

fer who is in his first semester here

not accept lower division transfers,

at CSUMB, said, “I had a tough time
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amount of club funds due to the cost of

their events. “When all clubs are not

operating fees. This leaves the

Mike_Gallo@csumb.edu

for sports clubs, who have received a great

uniforms and equipment. According to ICC
chair Liliana Cabrera-Murillo ICC bylaws

for

By Mike Gallo, Staff Reporter

ICC is looking to provide other options

Brian Potts, a junior college trans

banner web because of my
experience at my other col

lege.”
For more information
on transferring to another

university,

adviser.

contact

your

last year, but there are still “questions that
now need to be asked.”

“We spend hundreds of dollars on uni

forms and equipment that we never see
again,” said Drummond. “There should be

more care on how money is spent.”

News

CSUMB lobbyists work hard for the money
By Alex Chapman, Staff Reporter
Alexander_Chapman@csumb.edu

Few who see Laura Kerr walking
with her briefcase across L Street
to the state capital building in
Sacramento realize that she is in
fact carrying a very heavy load.
Kerr is responsible for the
demands and needs ofover400,000
students in the CSU system.
As Director of Governmental
Relations for the California State
Students Association (CSSA),
Kerr’s responsibility is to make
sure student demands are heard.
Although the CSSA represents all
CSU students, it has but one paid
lobbyist: Laura Kerr. CSUMB
student fees will send $2,256 in
support to CSSA this year.
Lobbying is the practice of try
ing to persuade legislators to pro
pose, pass, or defeat legislation
or to change existing laws. The
term dates to 1808 in reference
to influence-seekers gathering in
large entrance-halls outside legis
lative chambers, according to the
Online Etymology Dictionary.
CSUMB’s lobbyist is hard
at work. “We’re fighting to
keep tuition low,” said Kerr;
“Preserving access by preserving
affordability.”
Kerr said she works with legisla
tors to make sure students receive
representation in Sacramento.
Priorities include opposition to

SL
...from page 1

The SLI symbol is a pyramid,
or prism, containing the words
“justice, compassion, diversity”
in front of a rainbow background.
“Like a cult leader, the service
community folks know what is
best for you,” wrote Saunders,
who claimed this cult requires
“converts to attend meetings, ser
vices and social activities that
take up time that students other
wise could devote to their studies,
or to a job if they need to work.”
Her misunderstanding is a
common one for many. “Not
everybody understands service
learning,” said SLI Associate
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replacing Cal grants with fee
waivers, and opposition to com
munity service requirements, sug
gested in the recent California
Performance Review.
A requirement of service is
unfair, said Kerr. “The governor
wants students to participate in
any form of community service
such as taking up garbage,” said
Kerr. “It would be an undo burden

on students who have to work and
go to school.”
Besides lobbying, Kerr also
arranges student testimonials for
legislators. “Crux of that is show
ing legislators that constituents
in their districts care about an
issue,” said Kerr. “There’s a lot of
us; they should care about these
issues. Or there will be repercus
sions at the ballot box.”

CSSA has had a lobbyist in
Sacramento since 1972 and has
weathered many challenges. The
current challenge is cutbacks to
the education budgets.
“How do we protect students
and families?” asked Kerr, who
said legislators balance the state
budget by cutting education. “It’s
a very unfair way for legislators
to do budgets. It’s shortsighted.

Director Brenda Shinault, who
said student experiences are
“usually pretty moving.”
Despite skepticism, the pro
gram has garnered national rec
ognition. It is considered among
the best in the nation, according
to US News and World Report’s
2005 edition of America’s Best
Colleges. They ranked CSUMB
among Stanford, UC Berkeley
and Brown University. The LA
Times recently recognized the
SLI in an article titled “Monterey
Campus is a Role Model.”
Community
partners
are
pleased. Nine in 10 community
partners rated their service learn
ing partnership as effective or
very effective, according to last
year’s community partner evalu

ation survey. Only 5 percent of
community partners reported a
desire to not continue at a place
ment site.
Service learners are priceless
contributions necessary for the
survival of valuable programs,
according to community partner
testimonials provided by the SLI.
The largest recipient of service
learners is the Seaside Boys and
Girls Club.
“Our partnership with CSUMB
has expanded our opportunities to
provide rich and diversified pro
gramming for our members,” said
Program Director Michelle Slade
in the latest Boys and Girls Club
of Monterey County Newsletter.
An exceptionally large num
ber of service learners go to

local elementary schools. Recent
budget cutbacks ensure there’s
always plenty of work. “Schools
can soak up a lot of people,” said
Pollack. “Schools tend to be our
biggest partners.”
Service learners are satisfied.
The majority reported having
made a valuable community con
tribution, according to the student
evaluation of service learning
experience survey. Nine in 10
reported feeling more comfort
able in their community after the
experience and said they were
motivated to think about social
justice in novel ways.
“We have a lot of students who
have had very sheltered lives,” said
Pollack. “Sheltered by their privi
lege, sheltered by their poverty.”

It’s a bad way to do business.”
Associated Students President
Yuri Beckelman thinks CSSA is
swell. “The thing about CSSA
is that they’re beautifully orga
nized,” said Beckelman, who sits
on the CSSA board of directors.
“We decide what’s important and
what’s not important.”
On the weekend of Dec. 10,
CSUMB hosted the CSSA annual
conference. The event included
buffet breakfasts, a buffet lunch
and a box dinner catered by
Sodexho and a formal sit-down
dinner off-campus.
“We don’t have a lot of
money,” said Beckelman. “But
we do represent as the CSU
400,000 constituents, which is
a huge block of constituents
people have to listen to.”
Beckelman credits the recent
successful voter registration drive
for giving CSSA more weight
in Sacramento. “People are more
likely to listen to us because
we turned out the vote,” said
Beckelman. “We want to cash the
check that we wrote.”
In a recent media event called
the Capital Run-Around, the
CSSA arranged for students to
run around the capital building
'24 hours a day during the final
budget deliberations.
“We were running around the
capital for two weeks straight,”
said Beckelman.
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John XXIII Needle Exchange opens its
doors to CSUMB's service learners
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News

Transition from tradition
The non-traditional students of CSUMB
By Martha Christina Medina,
StaffReporter
Martha_Medina@csumb.edu

Students nowadays vary from
their cultural backgrounds, age,
and social status as well as the
length of time it takes them to
earn their degree.
A century ago, colleges and
universities were filled with men
looking for more knowledge for
them to apply in the world.
Recent studies show that the
new average age of college stu
dent’s range from ages 25-80. The
traditions are tom apart by nontraditional students such as Bobby
Johns, a 68-year-old HCOM
senior. Johns is like other women
who grew up in the late 1940s
early 1950s when women would
not go to college and if they did, it
was to get their degree, not use it,
and then become a Mrs.
Johns graduated from high
school at 17 and 51 years later,
she’s about to graduate with her
Bachelor of Arts degree.
“I have always taken courses
on the side. I got my Associate of

Arts 10 years ago from Monterey
Peninsula College,” said Johns
very proudly.
Johns knows that she differs
from the traditional college stu
dent mold because she is mature
in age and because of the personal
choices she made for her own edu
cation. One of the choices Johns
made so far is to take daytime
classes instead of night classes.
“I want to socialize with the
young college students. I am
already well rounded with grown
adults,” said Johns.
However not all students wait
that long to continue their edu
cation. Liberal Studies major
Jennifer Blomquist, married for
over a year, has juggled three jobs
and a full load of units. Her hus
band Andrew is also continuing
his education, commuting from
Marina to UC Santa Cruz.
Blomquist has taken longer than
four years to get her degree. “It is
taking me six years to graduate
when traditional students graduate
in four years,” said Blomquist.
Yet studies also show the new
average time to earn a Bachelor’s

is six to 10 years.
A sudden illness forced
Blomquist to drop a semester. Then
in the semester of her marriage, she
decided to take eight units to better
adjust to her new married life while
obtaining a job as well.
Other students fit into the nontraditional mold simply because
of both their cultural background
and upbringing such as Liberal
Studies senior Iurhiski Marquez.
Marquez, who is an English as
a Second Language student, was
bom in Mexico and immigrated to
the United States for a better life.
Marquez is also married and
taking 21 units as she is almost
done with her education at
CSUMB. The one hardship she
has encountered is her English.
Since she attended a high school
in East Salinas where 90 per
cent of the students were Spanish
speakers, it left little time for her
to practice her English.
For more statistical information
on students check out http://www.
back2college. com/library/faq.htm
and http://www.usjoumal.com/
en/students/help/programs.html.

A non traditional CSUMB student hard at work
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Dorothy’s provides solace to struggling souls
By Paul Wetterau, Staff Reporter
Paul_Wetterau@csumb.edu

Outside, it smells like urine.
Garbage is everywhere. They
push shopping carts filled with
all of their personal belongings as
drag deals are constantly made all
around them. To top it off, winter
is approaching and temperatures
are dropping.
There is help however. Dorothy’s
Place Hospitality Center & Kitchen
for the homeless, offers free medical
check-ups on Thursdays, mail, laun
dry, and shower services everyday
and the distribution of over 100,000
meals each year. Dorothy’s is located
on Soledad Street in Salinas and it
strives to help people put the pieces
of their lives back together.
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Life on the streets is still hard
explains Rita Deleo, 52, an
Alaskan Indian woman. “This

“/ killed a guy who

raped my sister. I
never killed anyone
who didn’t deserve
it. I told him, you can

plead guilty in court
or you can die."
PAUL STEWART

year is colder than the last. It’s
scary out here at night.”
There are a number of rea
sons people are homeless. Robert

Smith, executive director of
Dorothy’s, wants CSUMB service
learning students, who volunteer
at Dorothy’s, to really ask why?
Paul Stewart, 56, an AfricanAmerican man,- is just one of the
volunteers at Dorothy’s who has
suffered hard times. “I killed a guy
who raped my sister. I never killed
anyone who didn’t deserve it. I told
him, you can plead guilty in court
or you can die,” said Stewart.
Stewart’s an avid reader and
well spoken, Stewart shed some
light on his homeless condition.
“The only industry here is pro
duce. If you don’t have jobs for me
to work, how am I supposed to get
a job?” Stewart is recovering from
an addiction to violence, but he
says he has always avoided drags

since his mother and twin brother
were killed because of them.
Mark Youtsey, 40, is a Caucasian
man .who had his will to live
taken from him about 15 years
ago when a drunk driver killed his
wife and kids. Youtsey talked with
CSUMB service learning students
about his experience.
“I am in recovery. I was addicted
to heroin for 15 years. The addic
tion level [for heroin addicts] was
so high I would do anything to get
it,” Youtsey said.
Distant from places like
Amsterdam where drags are
legal, the United States has a
black market.
Youtsey explained, “The only
way to stop the problem is to take
the value out of it, but the govern

ment makes money by imprison
ing people.”
Dorothy’s has helped Youtsey
find a job and a place to live. He
knows life is a straggle without a
quick fix. “Some people think life
is one big joyride, and it’s not,”
Youtsey said.
Bad luck can happen to any
one. “It can take one toke, one
drink, or one paycheck to become
homeless,” Stewart said.
Dorothy’s was first opened in
August of 1996 in memory of
Dorothy Day, who is known today
as the Mother Teresa of the Great
Depression. In 1933, she opened
the “House of Hospitality” in New
York with a goal to house and feed
the hungry. Day loved people no
matter what their condition was.

News

In search of a career? Have no fear
By Christopher Gallegos,
Staff Reporter
Christopher_Gallegos@csumb.edu

CSUMB is a university where
word-of-mouth advertising seems
to die at the boundaries of the
social group of whoever started it.
Nowhere is this more appar
ent than many students’ lack of
knowledge that across from the
University Center and bookstore
in Building 44 lies the Career
Development Office, where stu
dents with almost any careerrelated question can find help.

Nestled on the comer of Sixth
Avenue and B Street, the peachcolored building looks unremark
able. It is not until the steps up
to the main doors are reached
that one realizes something is dif
ferent about this place. On the
outside wall to the right of the
main doors is a colorful mosaic
with purple-inked tiles sporting
drawings of famous women like
environmental activist Lois Gibbs
and author Barbara Kingsolver.
Upon entering the CDO, a world
of advice lies at arm’s length. To
the direct right of the entrance is
a carousel with blue flyers detail

Students look for careers in the Career Center

ing CSUMB’s academic major pro
grams. To the left of the entrance are
couches surrounding a table with
informational pamphlets and a bul
letin board showing the CDO staff.
Perhaps the most animated of
these staff members is Alethea
Home, Career Development
Office manager. With an easy
going smile and pleasant laugh,
Home is available to help stu
dents with resumes, cover let
ters, or what she calls a “career
portfolio,” which is a collection
of documents, pictures and other
materials that demonstrate skills
employers might be looking for.
In the cen
ter of the Lshaped room
lies another
area
with
couches and
a table in the
middle. This
area is occa
sionally used
for careerrelated work
shops
or
for students
who wish to
make use of
the nearby
“Career
Resource
Center,”
a
huge, 15-tier
shelf with
PHOTO BY CHAD GHIRON

everything from binders with
nearly every type of job listing
available (on campus, off campus,
government and educational) to
videos about the Peace Corps.
Next to the shelf are more quick
resource sheets (“Fast Facts”) on
various career topics.
Laughing, Home said she even
once saw students studying in this
area because they could not find
any other quiet areas on campus.
If one needs information about
tests such as the CBEST, TOEFL,
CSET, RICA, and GMAT, the
CDO has a shelf especially dedi
cated to these tests.
Finally, there is the computer
lab. Housed in a separate room,
this lab remains open during nor
mal business hours (9 a.m. - 5
p.m., Monday-Friday) and offers
free printing to students using it for
printing resumes, cover letters or
other job-related documents, such
as job or internship search results.
The CDO also offers two major
workshops each year: Graduate
and Professional School Day
(normally in October) and Career
Day (normally in April). More
information about these can be
found on the CDO Web site,
http://career.csumb.edu.
If all the resources available
at the CDO aren’t sweet enough,
grab a lollipop from the basket
on Home’s desk on your way
out. Home claimed the CDO was
famous for them.

"The Sophomore Experience"
By, Kimber Solana, Staff Reporter
KlMBERREY_SOLANA@CSUMB.EDU

The sophomore year is usually
a time when students have to
select their major, make important
choices, and receive new respon
sibilities. It can be a very stressful
year in college for many students.
CSUMB’s residential life
is now evaluating how its
Sophomore Experience program,
set to combat the “sophomore
slump,” did on its first semes
ter. The Sophomore Experience,
a theme living program in
Building 302, is designed spe

cifically to support sophomores.
Resident Director Mayra
Llamas said, “It’s to help them
find themselves academically
and socially. It’s a time when
they are figuring out who they
want to be.”
According to the Sophomore
Experience mission statement, the
program is set up for students to
“bridge academic majors through
career exploration, offer reflective
experiences to develop learning
awareness, and guide in the devel
opment of personality.”
Tiffany Ghiorso, a sophomore,
thinks the program has been

a big help. “They’re actually
doing things to help the students,”
Ghiorso said.
Three academic major fairs,
workshops, and having peer men
tors are some things being held
at the Sophomore Experience. “I
attended one of the major fairs
and I was able to learn more about
CHHS, a major I was interested in.
The advisor was there and I got to
ask him anything,” Ghiorso said.
There is a bit of a disappoint
ment that there aren’t enough
sophomores taking advantage of
the program. “Not a lot of people
are just participating,” said Amber

Jackson, a peer mentor. “It’s hard
to motivate the students.”
“I know about them [the pro
grams], but I never go, it’s just
all at the wrong time for me.”
Kathleena Ramirez, an SBS/
Spanish student.
There will also be a new addi
tion to the Sophomore Experience
in the spring semester. Tutoring
services such as Academic Skills
Achievement Program (ASAP)
will be available for the residents
in the building. Llamas said, “We
are bringing the university to their
house and we have committed
ourselves to have them succeed.”

Campus
Events
To Post an event, contact
Matt Fox via First Class.

Thursday, Dec. 16
Lunch and Leam: Gingerbread
House Building Event. Free
Gingerbread and icing plus other
materials. 12 p.m.-2 p.m.
University Center: Conference
Rooms 115 & 116
Free. Sign up at http://csumb.
edu/faculty_staff/develop.m.ent/
uhr.html
Thursday, Dec. 16-17
Capstone Festival for various
majors will be going on. ESSP
UC Living room. Dec. 16. ITCD
Bldg. 18 room 118. Dec. 16.
SBS UC Living Room. Dec 17.
TAT World Theater. Dec. 17
ITCD Bldg. 18 room 118 Dec. 17
Friday, Dec. 17
Financial planning ceminar for
those who are not in officially •
recognized marriages. Such as
Domestic Partnership; Single
Parent; Un-married tenants-incommon.
12:00p.m.-1:00p.m.
University Center, Room 114
Free

Thursday, Dec. 17
The CSUMB staff and faculty
holiday party will be held on
Friday, Dec. 17 from 6:30-10:30
p.m. in the University Center
Ballroom.
Ticket Cost:$10 per adult,
Children 12 and under are free.
6:30 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
University Center

Tuesday, Feb. 1
Applications Due for the CSU
International Program
Interested in studying overseas
through the CSU International
Programs? (except for Austrailia
and New Zealand). Programs,
Building 58, attention Holly
White. When: 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,
anytime by Feb. 1. Building 58.
Free
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Spring brings cracking bats and cracking skulls
By Darrell Hiroshima, Sports Editor
Darrell_Hirashima@csumb.edu

and Erin Lawley, Editor in Chief
Erin_Lawley@csumb.edu

The men’s club baseball team is one year
away from hitting it big for CSUMB. In
preparation for its entry into the NCAA
II for Spring 2006, the Otter Sluggers
have joined the National Club Baseball

Association (NCBA).

the club level this Spring will be the wom

The NCBA consists of teams from all
over the country with a higher level or per

en’s rugby team, who, according to club
Co-President Adrienne “Inga” Goldsworth,
“have improved 100 percent.”
Known around the league as “the best
losing team” for the spirit and fight they
exhibit in every game, win or lose, wom

formance than the baseball team is used to.
The $500 cost to join the association came
out of the players’

pockets. All travel
ing costs for the
team will be left up
to the individual to
raise for himself.

CSUMB is a part
of the Northern/
Central California
league within the
NCBA. They will be
playing teams from
all over California
along with Colorado,
Idaho and Arizona.
Co-Presidents and
veteran Otter slug
gers Kyle Beahling
and Rampaul Sibley
will be running the
show this season. If
interested in play
ing this Spring,
contact either via
FirstClass.
Also representing
Rugby players know their teammates are always right behind them.

Hoops

...from page 1

the contribution Lamont makes
on the floor is just a glimpse
of the kind of person he is off
the floor. After giving his young
center a quick talk about col
lege women and basketball stars,
Trumbo turned and said, “You
think about the kind of player he
is, multiply that by 10 and you get
the person.”
While Lamont provides interior
scoring for the Otters, the depth
of the basketball team has been
evident in Trumbo’s ability to
play everyone on the roster in a
game like the one against Chico
State. CSUMB won in overtime
after senior guard Demar Walton
hit four straight free throws in the
final seconds to give his team a
94-89 victory. After the first two
games Walton is averagingl5.5
points and 6.5 boards.
6
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The women’s basketball team
struggled in their first conference
games, but were able to momen
tarily right the ship in an exhi
bition win against Queensland,
Australia. Slow starts and low
shooting percentages plagued the
women’s team in losses to Chico
State and Cal State Stanislaus
- the Otters shot 34.4 percent
from the field and 45.8 percent
from the line over the two games
- but second half surges brought
them back against Stanislaus and
then propelled them to victory
against Queensland.
“We need to have intensity in
the first half and play as a team,”
said freshman point guard Kenna
Frazier.
In the Queensland exhibition,
sophomores Natalie Franka and
Michele Hale led the team with
14 and 15 points respectively.
Hale also grabbed nine rebounds

PH0T0 provided by inga goldsworth

and center Veronica Newsome
added 10 points in the effort.
The team’s progression will
depend on their ability to gel with
a collection of
returnees, trans
fers and fresh
man. In the
loss to Chico,
junior transfers
Tes
Soracco
and
Jennifer
Lopez scored
15
and
12
points respec
tively,
and
Britnea Moore
contributed 10
points and three
rebounds
in
the Stanislaus
game.
Students still
around
after
assessment

en’s rugby is looking to elevate themselves
from that dubious distinction.

Just one of the women driving their
skulls into the middle of muddy scrums this
season will be Liberal Studies senior Sundy
Sosavanh. Standing just about five feet
tall and weighing less than 100 pounds,
Sosavanh is known for taking the biggest
hits and bouncing right back up.
“She has the biggest rugby heart,” said
Goldsworth of her diminutive teammate.
Joining Goldsworth and Sosavanh on the
field is Health and Wellness junior Melissa

Fehn, who picked up the sport just last
Spring. While it takes most people a long
time to get the hang of things in a sport like
rugby, Fehn showed an incredible learning
curve, scoring a try (think a touchdown

except one has to touch the ground and
hold on to the ball after crossing the line)
in her first game.
The first home game for women’s rugby
will be Feb. 26 at the CSUMB Soccer
Complex.

CSUMB athletics at

week will be able to catch the
women’s team when they host UC
Santa Cruz on Dec. 18 at 7 p.m. at
the OSC. The Otters stay at home

for the Monterey Bay Classic
where they face Minnesota State
Makato and Quincy University of
Quincy, Ill. on Dec. 30-31.

PHOTO BY CHAD GHIRON

Darryl Anderson (23) positions for a rebound as Demar Walton (far right) prepares to take a unique angle on the ball.

Otter basketball on KYAA AM radio
By Louie Vicuna, StaffReporter
LUIS_V ICUNA@CSUMB.EDU

cated station channel 72 as well as AMP

Basketball
Schedule

on channel 51.

This season, CSUMB basketball fans can

This is the first year the Otter Sports

catch the basketball games on the Otter

Radio has been on KYAA. Last year games

Sports Radio network KYAA. Tune in and

were broadcast on ESPN 540 for the first

follow the action as Robert Ponce calls the

time ever. It’s a new endeavor according to

play-by-play and Jon Berlin fills in with
color commentary.
KYAA 1200 AM covers.most of the tri
county area. “It comes in better than FM,”

expand the radio coverage to other sports
such as soccer.

said Athletic Director and men’s basketball

All ofthe men’s basketball team’s remain

Coach Bill Trumbo. If students are going to

ing home games will be broadcasted, and

be out of the area for winter break, they’re

five home games for the women’s team

1/8

Sonoma State

Date

Opponent

Trumbo, which he expects “will get better

12/29

Ursinus College

every year.” Trumbo also hopes to soon

12/30

University of North
Dakota

1/7

San Francisco
State

in luck. All the games are broadcasted as

will also be on the air waves. Scheduled

1/14

@ UC San Diego

a simulcast on the World Wide Web made

for the women’s games so far are Jan. 7

1/28

available live on the Internet. Just set the

and 8, with the remaining game dates to be

Cal State
Dominguez Hills

Web browser to http://media.csumb.edu/
ottersports.asx.

to two more away games at UC San Diego

1/29

Cal Poly Pomona

2/5

@ Chico State

2/18

Cal State San
Bernardino

2/19

UC San Diego

2/25

Cal State
Bakersfield

2/26

Cal State Los
Angeles

Games will also

announced. Otter Sports Radio will travel

and Chico State to call them live.

broadcasted

Analyst Robert Ponce describes the

on televi
sion on the USA

action for listeners as the Otter hoop

Media campus

the game live. Otter Sports Radio called

be
live

teams dazzle fans that are there to see
the action live as the Men’s

a 11 o -

Otter Basketball team
accomplished a his

toric

victory

by

winning their first
game in the touted

CCAA against
Chico State.

All games start at 7:15 p.m.,
except on Feb 5 @ Chico
State, the game starts at
7:45.

Senior athletes bid farewell to CSUMB
By Darrell Hiroshima, Sports Editor
D arrell_Hir ashim a@csumb . edu

This Fall, senior athletes at CSUMB com
peted in 75 matches, games and races. But
mere statistics simply can’t tell the story
of those who donned CSUMB’s colors for
their final time.
Men’s soccer will see the biggest loss
this year, as five seniors move on and
leave the program they helped build in the
hands of a capable group of youngsters.
According to the seniors, future teams have
only one thing they really need to do.
“Always listen to Artie; that’s all I’ve got
to say,” said senior defender Nick Lackey
of men’s soccer Head Coach Artie Cairel.
Talking about the future of CSUMB soc
cer, senior midfielder Jonathon Reedy said,
“They’ve got a great leader. Our coach is a
great coach.”
In fact, one can find it hard to talk to any
of the seniors about their own accomplish

ments, as they tend to deflect credit to their
coach, Cairel, at every turn.
Other seniors Jared Racz, Jarrett Bower
and Ryan McGowan have made countless
contributions on and off the field in mak
ing men’s soccer a bright spot for Otter
Athletics. When the season ended, CSUMB
stood in a three-way tie for second place in
the north division of the CCAA.
Every athletic team and player sets a
similar goal at the beginning of the season
- win the last game. Usually it means one’s
team just won the championship, because
everyone else goes out on loss. While it
was clear there would be no championship
for the seniors this year (CSUMB is ineli
gible for playoffs because of provisional
status in the CCAA), men’s soccer .was
able to make it half way there, winning
their final two games and giving the seniors
a fine parting gift.
Women’s soccer seniors are fewer then
the men, only three finished their CSUMB

careers this last season, but they will be just
as missed. Especially by their coach, Erin
Roberts, who came to CSUMB at the same
time as them and has watched the program
grow around the three of them.
Brittani Donnachie, Megan Minnick and
Amanda Higi each gave four years of blood
and sweat to CSUMB athletics, and have
left giant shoes for future players to fill.
“The three of them will be very missed,”
said Roberts.
Despite struggling through conference
play, women’s soccer was able to have
a small measure of revenge that tasted
particularly sweet for the seniors. While
at CSUMB, the three seniors have never
won a game on a road trip to L.A., but near
the end of this season, the Otters went to
L.A. and beat Cal State Los Angeles with a
Donnachie header off a comer kick in over
time. Not a bad way to tie up lose ends.

SENIORS

Athletic
Events
To post an event, contact Darrell
Hirashima via FirstClass
Saturday, Dec. 18
Women’s Basketball. 7 p.m. Otters vs.
UC Santa Cruz @ OSC. Students $3;
General $6.
Wednesday Dec. 29 - Dec. 31
Men’s and Women’s Monterey Bay
Classic. Basketball Tournament. Men:
7:30 p.m. on the 29th. Women: 2 p.m. on
the 30-31st. OSU. Students $3; General
$6.

Friday, Jan. 7
Basketball Double Header. Otters vs.
San Francisco State. Women @ 5:30
p.m. Men @7:30 p.m.

Jan. 7-9,11-13,18-20, 25-27.
Lake Tahoe Skilng/Snowboarding. Trip
includes transportation, lodging, and lift
tickets. Snowboard rentals or lessons
also available. Students $175; Staff/
Faculty $180; General $220. Contact
Adventure Connections.
Saturday, Jan. 8
Basketball Double Header. Otters vs.
Sonoma State. Women @ 5:30 p.m.
Men @7:30 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 28
Basketball Double Header. Otters vs.
Cal State Dominguez Hills. Women @
5:30 p.m. Men @7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 29
Basketball Double Header. Otters vs.
Cal Poly Pomona. Women @ 5:30 p.m.
Men @7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 5
Extreme Mountain Biking. 10 a.m. - 2
p.m. Ride led by pros; not for beginners.
Meet at the Outdoor Center. Students
$6; Staff/faculty $9; General $12.

Sunday, Feb. 6
Intro to Snorkeling. 10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Equipment provided. Meets at Lover’s
Point. Students $15; Staff/Faculty $20;
General $25.

continued on page 8
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Uncommon Adventure Connections keeps students busy
Sense
By Les Lamcke, StaffReporter
Leslie_Lamcke@csumb . EDU

By Darrell Hirashima, Sports Editor
Darrell_Hirashima@csumb.edu

Say it loud and say it proud.
The Otters are number one.
Men’s basketball is currently
sitting in first place after riding on
an emotional tidal wave through
the first two games of conference
Granted they’ve only played
two games, and granted they
are in a three-way tie for first.
But before everyone starts
downplaying the accomplish
ment, why not try wearing the.
prestige of being winners for a
while; it might just fit.
While everyone is excited
about the early success of the
men’s basketball team, we
should all take a moment to tip
our hats to all the other athletes
who competed for CSUMB
this Fall. They fought for wins,
struggled through losses and in
the end made their coaches and
supporters incredibly proud.
Because whatever the critics
say about Otter sports, no one
can say the Otters gave up.
Speaking of critics, who ever
thought the CSUMB Otters
men’s basketball team would
be in first place in the CCAA.
Show of hands? You might
not've believed it if you weren’t
there, but listening to bleach
ers full of CSUMB students
clap their hands, stomp their
feet, and chant “GO-HOMECHICO!” in the final seconds
of an overtime win will turn
most anyone into a believer.
In the final moments of their
two home wins in early December,
the men’s hoop team had looks on
their faces that said, “I think I can
get used to this.” The fans were
thinking the same thing.
The signs may be pointing to
that CSUMB is ready for the
big time. Hell, there was even a
“wardrobe malfunction” during
the halftime show at the Chico
State game. I’m sure Janet
would have been proud, even if
that particular CSUMB dancer’s
parents aren’t so much.
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Adventure Connections is proof
that CSUMB students do not
have to spend the day sitting and
lamenting about the Ord fog. They
have planned some getaways and
have acquired new equipment to
fulfill anyone’s dreams of alter
ative sports.
Everything from skiing/snowboarding trips to an intro to
snowboarding is available to the
CSUMB student for a discounted
price.
If students want to go to the
Sanctuary Rock Gym on Feb. 12,
the cost includes gear and trans
portation from CSUMB. There are
also climbing trips to Pinnacles
on Feb. 19, which include the
same gear and a chance to climb
in this beautiful location.
Other rock climbing trips are
happening throughout the semes
ter including Castle Rock and a
three day spring break Yosemite
hike and climb in March.
Beginners are welcome on all
rock climbing trips.
For the less extreme enthusiast,
there are a couple of day hikes
that include transportation. These
are relaxing mini vacations from
the rigors of college life and they
don’t put a huge dent in the col
lege student’s wallet.

Seniors

A local kayaker battles the surf off the coast of the Monterey Bay.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CYNTHIA D’VINCENT

Springtime offers fun in the sun
with surfing safaris and classes on
March 1-3. These trips are catered
to the beginning rider. The surfing
safari is a two-day trip to Santa
Cruz and it includes transporta
tion, lodging, and food.
Whitewater rafting in April
includes everything you need to
fulfill that adventurous spirit. There
is also an intro to snorkeling class
on Feb. 6 that explores Monterey’s
rich ocean ecosystem.
If a trip will not fit in one’s tight

schedule, it is easy to rent equip
ment from AC. Hiking, skiing,
snowboarding and biking trips
can be fulfilled by just contacting
AC on their Web site, http://sports.
csumb.edu/adventures, or by call
ing 582-4644. If they don’t rent it
at AC, the Presidio of Monterey
has a large selection of equipment
that students can rent. Directions
and rental prices for the Presidio
are available by calling AC.
Cynthia D’Vincent, head of
the AC department, is constantly

working to improve AC’s ability
to enrich student life through out
door recreation and has recently
purchased a few brand new Kona
brand bicycles.
“Students can rent these bikes
for an entire year or just for the day
or weekend; they are great com
muter bikes,” said D’Vincent.
For more information check out
Adventure Connections’ Web site
http://sports.csumb.edu/adventures.

Cross country Coach Yi Mao
will only have to watch one mem-

ber of his men and women’s team
run off into the sunset. Liberal
Studies senior Lindsay Scattini
was the number one female run
ner this year according to Mao.
Mao described his senior as quiet
but encouraging and someone
who never makes any excuses.
“You always know she will be
there,” added Mao.
Women’s volleyball coach Jerry
Gregg saw the seniors on his own
team fight through what looked
like an impossible situation from
the outside. A year ago Danica
Kumara, Nani Momoa, Lidsay
Molinaro and Jill Bach played on
the best team CSUMB ever had,
and then, by no fault of there own,
were thrust into a rebuilding year
with a crop of new players and

an extreme jump in the level of
competition.
Momoa, an outside hitter and
Liberal Studies major, had a sim
ple message for the future players
of CSUMB volleyball: “Keep a
positive attitude and be willing to
become a better person, to leam
and to do new things.”
According to Gregg, the women
of the volleyball team took each
loss hard, but were always able to
bounce back and play with inten
sity and spirit every game.
Asked if she had any part
ing words for next year’s team,
Molinaro, a middle blocker, had
this to say: “Work hard and play
like you have no regrets, because
it will be over one day.”

...irom page 1
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Senior athletes empty out their lockers, but not all are hanging up their cleats.
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State Theatre will return to spirit of the 1920s
By Nick Noble, StaffReporter
NlCH0LAS_N0BLE@CSUMB.EDU

It seems like every block of
Downtown Monterey has its
own historic landmark. In recent
months, one such building has
been getting an overdue face lift.
Thanks to Santa Monica based
investor and sound engineer
Warren Dewey, the State Theatre
is on its way to becoming a new
performing arts center. The proj
ect aims to bring national acts to
the Monterey Peninsula.
In recent memory, the State
Theatre screened contemporary
films in its three smelly, uncom
fortable theatres. The two upstairs
theatres were suspiciously small,
and the seats were surprisingly
lumpy.
All of the lumpy seats are now
free to a good home.
The smell is gone. An 18-inch
crawlspace, through which warm
air runs to heating ports behind
the seats, had been filled with 80
years worth of “junk,” accord
ing to key restoration participant
Edward Lawson. In the space
beneath a rear seat remained a
pile of “ancient” bottles of Jack
Daniels.
The small upstairs theatres have
been removed, opening up the
original balcony and considerably

improving the theatre’s acous
tics. In its restored condition, the
theatre will seat 1,200 patrons,
more than any other building in
Monterey.
Lawson describes the build
ing as “cavernous,” full of hid
den hallways that run between
the walls. Workers have recently
found in these spaces chairs
where employees would sit back
and relax while at work. The res
toration workers are now trying to
catch a resident cat so that it won’t
be trapped by new construction
The theatre is nearing the grand
condition of its heyday. The ambi
ance is of a Spanish courtyard,
with backlit windows creating
the appearance of an occupied
palace surrounding the perimeter.
A mural across the arched ceil
ing resembles a canopy of shelter
beneath a star-studded sky.
A main feature of the theatre
is a 1928 Wurlitzer pipe organ
with pipe mechanisms stretching
up to the ceiling, some 50 feet
above ground. Originally located
in the Parkside Theatre of San
Francisco, the Wurlitzer has been
reconstructed in Monterey by
organ guru Tom Delay.
The restored version of the
State Theatre will draw national
acts similar in scale to Broadway
performances. Following its

PHOTO BY ALDO VARGAS

The State Theater on Alvarado Street is in the process of changing from a movie theater to a performnig arts center.

scheduled opening on the first of
the year, the stage will be graced
by live music and silent films
accompanied by orchestra. The
caliber of class and elegance will
be reminiscent of the original pur
pose of the theatre.
Lawson claims, “In a city as
steeped in history as Monterey,
our objective is to replicate as
much we can a facsimile and
spirit of what was here in 1926.”

View of a 1928
Wurlitzer pipe
organ from the
State Theatre
in downtown
Monterey cov
ered in years
of dust (left).

PHOTO BY NICK NOBLE

Upward Spiral

No! It's
Captain Colleen

Colleeeen, this computer's not working

She's
here to

save the day

What's
that?

It's a Plane!
It's a Bird!

A tribute to the outgoing OR Production Editor Colleen Cooney, who comes to
our rescue whenever the world turns upside down.
December 16,2004 | Otter Realm | 9

Arts

&

Essence

Long drive to college
By Nick Noble, Staff Reporter

It’s 11:45 and Joe Otter rolls out of bed,
puts on a pair of sweatpants, and strolls
across the lawn to his noon class. Not
everyone has it that easy.
By the time they get to class, commuting
students have been sitting in traffic, some
for over an hour. Then after sitting through
lecture at a classroom desk, it’s time to get
back in the car for a long drive home.
Joey Garcia, a BUIS senior, doesn’t
spend much of his time on campus.
“When I lived in Marina, I used to hang
out with friends who lived on campus or
meet with groups in the library whenever.
Now that I commute 30-40 minutes from
the north end of Salinas, I don’t associ
ate the rest of my day with school after I
leave,” Garcia said.
Busy academic and work schedules
can leave little time for commuting stu

dents to go home for a snack or change
of clothes. Garcia said, “There’s no time
to go home between school and work.
Tuesdays are the worst. I leave for
school at 7a.m. and don’t get home from
work until 1 a.m.”
Living out of town can effect a student’s
connection to campus life.
According to Chris Gallegos, an HCOM
senior and Greenfield resident, “Having to
commute more than 30 miles to campus
puts a huge damper on any social life you
may have. The other night, a friend of
mine that lives on campus wanted me to
hang out with her, but by the time I would
have gotten up there it would have been
almost one in the morning.”
Living off campus involves a set of
challenges and transportation expenses
that add to the stress of being a student.
When looking for a place to live off cam
pus, remember to keep in mind how loca
tion plays a role in daily planning.

Whether it be an erect set of nipples

nition leaving only his sock clad paws on

turned stone cold and hard from the

the water’s surface as a warning.

NlCH0LAS_N0BLE@CSUMB.EDU

A south county resident drives on Hwy 101 to CSUMB.
PHOTO BY ALDO VARGAS

Human beings enjoy being shocked.
That is why they pay vast sums of money

murky waters of wintry oceans, or the

That is why it is no surprise to the

to attend viewings of simulated murder

simple act of floating carefree on its

Naked Otter that human beings, in their

and sexual acts projected on large walls

back and in turn displaying furry geni

backwards and perverse way of life, have
labeled the members of their society who

rooms.

tals, otters are constantly exposing them

selves.
In the sexually free and socially

occasionally expose themselves in public
as being abnormal.

advanced society of sea otters, being

According to the University of Iowa’s

naked in front of unknown members of

healthcare Web site, uihealthcare.com,

the same species is a nor

“Exhibitionism involves exposing one’s

mal everyday occur

genitals or sexual organs to a stranger.

It is a sexual disorder.”

rence.

darkened

in

So the next

time someone
flings
open
trench
coat to reveal

their

their

swollen

just

goodies,

In fact, if an otter

The Naked Otter begs to dif

behave like an

were to come around

fer. Exhibitionists are merely otters

otter would and

trapped in human bodies, doomed

act as if there is

simple

to keep the glory of their love

nothing extraor

the kelp bed wearing

something

as

as gym socks, not only

making tools in shameful hiding,

dinary

would everyone stare,

who have escaped from the geni

it. The person

but they would probably
converge upon the slightly

tal Bastille in which the “civi
lized” world places them.

will go away

clothed otter and maul

him beyond recog-

According

uihealthcare.

to

com, “Sometimes the exhibi
tionist masturbates while
exposing him or herself,

The Naked Otter

and

do

about

maybe

something

really strange

for a human
like reading a

further

book or helping

attempt at sexual activ

a little old lady

but

makes

no

ity with the stranger. An

An unsuspecting motorist gets flashed
by an exhibitionist in the night.

cross a street.

exhibition

ist is sexu
ally aroused
by the shock

Be Serene,
The

Naked Otter

or surprise of the victim.”
PHOTO BY MICHELLE BURKE
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Smith
...from page 1

I could still feel his black marble eyes
stabbing me from a little space in the win
dow curtains of his house. However, I

continued to study the two wood-paneled

garages that enclose the lushly landscaped

semi-courtyard leading up to the Smith’s
front door awning. The Christmas decora

tions were subtly intertwined with the tradi
tional Southwestern stucco décor, skylights,

and second story deck.
The man came back outside into the frigid

early morning, walking by me sternly and

silently, making his way over to the Smith’s
driveway. He picked up several newspapers
that were scattered about fearing that I may

have been there for the papers. The stout,
furball of a man had accomplished his mis
sion; I left.

Where had Peter and Sally Smith gone,

and why weren’t they home yet? Wasn’t

Peter Smith's colorfully decorated house. This was the first in a series of stake-out sites for an Offer Realm reporter.

PHOTOS BY ADAM JOSEPH

Thanksgiving more than one week ago?

Peter Smith arrived to work in his pine

stops at every stop sign, kept two hands on

Investigating further, I found out from Smith’s

the steering wheel and only exceeded the

long Thanksgiving vacations, and enjoys
watching, men in pink shirts and plaid pants

secretary that they were “away” and would

colored Toyota Hybrid ready for a day full
of meetings. I was able to see the back of

speed limit by a few miles per hour.

tap little balls into holes while eating his

be back the following day. She also informed

Smith’s head in the window, reminiscent

He pulled into the Black Horse Golf

me that Smith will be “swamped” upon his

of Opie from the Andy Griffith Show. He

Course. Smith parked in the lot in front

swered: Just who is that concerned, fuzzy

return, and will be in “meetings all day.”

appeared to be engaged in conversation

of the clubhouse/bar and grill. The lot had

little neighbor of the Smiths? And what are

The next morning, the Smiths had returned,

with another person or persons; he repeti

been completely full due to the club holding

all those high-tech antennas used for that sit

just in time to get their trash and recyclables

tively leaned back in his chair, appearing

a function of some kind. I couldn’t find a

upon the pine colored Hybrid?

out; it was trash day. And from the looks of

to be either very deep in thought or simply

parking space and Smith disappeared into

the Smiths’ recycling bin, they enjoyed hav

uninterested.

the restaurant. Finally I found a space and

ing an occasional drink or two. I inspected

Time moved on and Smith’s tiny Toyota

made my way inside to an elegant, dimly

the recycling bin closer; the empty bottles of

Hybrid remained still, parked in his extra

lit dining room full of men dressed in either

merlot and cabernet overflowed. I soon felt

large reserved parking space, glistening in

a suit or plaid pants with a bright yellow or

someone’s presence. The same man, who

the morning sun. The car has several curious

pink polo shirt.

protected the Smith’s old newspapers a day
earlier, was now guarding the Smith’s empty

looking high-tech antennas on its top.
At half past 12, Smith got into his car

Smith anywhere. They all looked the same

bottles. I wanted to commend the man on his

and drove off. I followed, keeping a safe

in that dim lighting. I assumed Smith met

obedience, but I didn’t.

distance without losing him. He made full

someone there for lunch because I didn’t

The sight was truly bizarre; I couldn’t spot

lunch. But a couple questions remain unan

“GRIN &
BARE IT
THIS HOLIDAY
SEASON."

see any tables with one person dining. I also

assumed that Smith had the lunch special:
the southern fried catfish. I waited for Smith
to finish his lunch. At ten past one, I fol

lowed Smith back to his extra large parking
space nourished and ready for the second

half of his day.
The back of Smith’s head looked the

same as it did earlier, as he’d lean back
repetitively in his chair. I started to dose off

Dare to
bare with a
little help from
America's #1
Source for Laser
Hair Removal

ever so slightly as the afternoon sun kept me

warm and snug.
I became alert again as I saw Smith look

ing directly at me through his window. Did

he spot me? Had he been aware this entire

Advanced
at
Carmel
Laser Clinics

time that I had been following his every

Call today for your no-cost,

move for hours?

no-obligation consultation

625-5364

I have learned that Peter Smith is an
Smith's spacious parking space in front of his office. Stake-out site number two for OR reporter.

excellent driver, he likes to recline in his

26555 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Suite 5A.

comfortable desk chair, takes extraordinarily

www.advancedlaserclinics.com
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The Low
Down
To post an event, please contact
Michelle Burke via FirstClass.
Thursday, Dec. 16
Earth and Systems Science
Policy (ESSP) Capstone
Festival. 12:30-6 p.m. UC
Living Room. Free. Contact
the ESSP department for
more information.

ITCD Masters Capstone
Presentations. 5:30 p.m.- 9
p.m. Bldg 18, Rm 118. Free.
Contact ITCD for more infor
mation.

Friday, Dec. 17
Social Behavioral Sciences
(SBS) Capstone Festival. 9
a.m. -1 p.m. UC Living Room.
Free. For More Information,
please contact the SBS
department.
Teledramatic Arts and
Technology (TAT) Capstone
Festival. 7 p.m. -10 p.m.
World Theater. Free.
For more information, please
contact the TAT department

Tuesday, Feb. 1
Applications due for CSU
International Program.
Students interested in study
ing abroad should turn appli
cations in to Bldg. 58 to Holly
White. Contact Holly White at
582-4735

Wednesday, Feb. 2
Imani Winds. Ensemble
of musicians said to “push
the boundaries" of a classi
cal wind quintet. Combines
European, American and
African musical traditions.
7:30 p.m. World Theater. $20
general public; $17 groups;
$7 CSUMB students. Contact
World Theater at 582-4580.
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Army thrift store: Not just for military
By Adam Joseph, StaffReporter
Adam_Joseph@csumb.edu

A set of pastel colored Pyrex
bowls, Herb Alpert and the Tijuana
Brass Band vinyls, commemo
rative Punky Brewster drinking
glasses from Burger King and
meticulously crafted primitive
folk art. These are only a few
examples of the many treasures to
be found at the Military Thrift and
Consignment located at the main
entrance of the CSUMB campus.
Ever since 1957, the Thrift Store,
located on the Fort Ord Military
Base, has been supplying reason
ably priced, second-hand commod
ities to many grateful customers.
“You get attached and you find
good bargains,” said acting man
ager Carolyn Pryor, of the store’s
loyal customers and its loyal
employees. Pryor first worked
at the Thrift Store in 1962. She
has worked in the store from
1973 until now consecutively.

Rosemarie Litton, another val
ued employee, had worked in the
Thrift Store since its opening in
1957, up until her passing about
10 years ago.
Over the years, the Thrift Store
has not only provided affordable
merchandise to the community,
they’ve also given hundreds of
thousands of dollars in scholar
ships and donated to local chari
ties such as the Boy Scouts and
the Girl Scouts.
Aside from finding vintage,
antique, classic, and campy
items, the store also sells every
day necessities from a bedside
nightstand to pots and pans to a
watch with a second hand.
“You can get clothes, some that
are practically brand new, for only
a few dollars,” explained Pryor
on why the Thrift Store could
be a valuable resource for many
CSUMB students. Unlike some
of the other merchants on Fort
Ord, the Thrift Store is open to

A patron visiting the Military Thrift and Consignment.

anyone, not just those affiliated
with the military in possession of
a military ID.
The
store’s
hours
are
Wednesdays and Fridays from 10
a.m. until 4 p.m. and they are
located just past the flashing stop
light upon exiting the freeway

Hitting the trails
By Sophie Balia, StaffReporter
Sophie_Balla@csumb.edu

ITCD Undergrad Capstone
Presentations. TMAC under
graduates will present their
capstone projects. 8 a.m. - 4
p.m. Building 18, Room 118.
Free. For more information,
please contact ITCD.

&

Spending a long awaited winter
break on the nearly deserted Fort
Ord may not be the ideal vacation
for some students.
As some may have experi
enced, all the facilities will be
closed for the holidays. But this is
no reason to start preparing for a
month of pure boredom, because
there is more than plenty to do in
the Monterey area.
For those who love the out
doors, take advantage of the nice,
clear and sunny winter days.
Layer up and get in a car, or hop
on a bike or a skateboard and go
explore the surrounding area.
Big Sur’s beautiful coastal
areas, such as Gerrapata and
Pfeifer are always a big hit with
its visitors, and it makes for a
perfect day of hiking.
For those who can’t go as far as
Big Sur, go exploring around the
Ord. There are a ton of intertwin
ing trails in the backcountry where
people can hike or ride bikes. Ord’s

trails provide some awesome photo
opportunities as well.
The great Pacific Ocean is also
open for exploration. There are a
number of challenging activities
in the Bay including surfing, body
boarding, scuba diving, kayaking,
and more.
There is plenty to do for the nonoutdoorsy social butterflies starting
with the festive New Year’s Eve cel
ebrations. Check out special exhibi
tions, music and art through the
celebration of First Night Monterey
on Dec. 31 downtown.
For a more elegant celebra
tion, visit the Aquarium for a
New Year's night of dining and
dancing. It’s a bit pricier than the
average New Year’s party with
tickets at $60.
For those who are 21 and up,
there is always the option of
having drinks at the local bars.
With the bars and clubs being in
walking distance from each other,
Alvarado Street in downtown
Monterey is the ideal place for a
night of stumbling around from
bar to bar.

ESSP
Capstone festival
By Kimber Solana, StaffReporter
KlMBERRY_SOLANA@CSUMB.EDU

It’s one thing to create a capstone
because it’s a graduation require
ment; it’s another thing to create
a capstone that will help oth
ers in the future. That’s exactly
what “The Benefits of having
SEA Guides at Camp SEA Lab
for the campers, the staff, and the
SEA guide themselves,” by Ann
Wasser, will be doing.
Her capstone focuses on the
effectiveness of a high school
junior leadership marine science
educational program. Kids from
the tri-county area are involved.
“It gives them opportunity

PHOTO BY ADAM JOSEPH

onto Light Fighter Dr.
Not only does the store pro
vide prices substantially cheaper
than Target and Wal-Mart, it also
provides the warmth of friendly
smiles and a rich history that any
employee would happily discuss
with customers.

to gain leadership skills and
earn community service hours
for high school credit,” Wasser
said. “They help group manage
younger campers during a week
of summer camp.” The SEA
Guides also assist in teaching
marine science concepts to the
campers.
Wasser started her capstone
two years ago as part of an out
come for her internship with
Camp SEA Lab, a marine science
education program.
Wasser found writing her cap
stone most difficult. “It’s just
information I know; it’s just hav
ing to explain it to others is the
hardest part,” Wasser said.
The program received a fund
ing of $9,500 from the University
of California Cooperative Grand
Extension. After graduation,
Wasser plans to continue work
ing on the program. “With this
funding, we’re able to do more
extensive training in the future,”
Wasser said.
Wasser’s capstone will be pre
sented on Thursday, Dec. 16 at
3:15p.m. at the University Center
Living Room.

Arts

&

Essence

December brings gift of capstone festival
HCOM

BUS

By Luis Vicuna, Staff Reporter
LUIS_VICUNA@CSUMB.EDU

To help better understand the nature of the
business Krystle Karimian, Ryan Baird
and, Nicholas Cusimano picked a company
and researched it for their capstone.
, “We had to pick a company and strate
gically analyze everything about them,”
said Karimian
The group decided to research Bally’s
Total fitness. The group looked into “exter
nal factors and internal factors, their finan
cials, their management.”
Karimian said, “We had to suggest what
we thought they should do, recommenda
tions on how they can perform better.”
The group started researching by look
ing at the trends of different companies. “I

wanted to see what companies increased or
decreased a lot,” said Karimian. “And then
I wanted to go in and analyze why.”
According to the groups research, they
found out that Bally’s stock, which was
once at $20 a share a year ago and had
fallen all the way down to $3. Bally’s was
very close to being bankrupt.
“They expanded way too fast and
wide,” said Karimian. “They opened 18
companies in five years and just closed
down five.”
Another problem that caused the drop in
shares was due to an accounting problem that
caused all the bookkeeping to be rearranged.
“It was a really bad year in 2003,” said
Karimian.
Karimian presented her capstone on Dec.
3 and the Business department holds its
festival once a year in the Spring.

By Les Lamcke, Staff Reporter
Leslie_LamckE@csumb.edu

If there has ever been a doubt in the minds
of two “friends with benefits” if they
could actually work out as just friends,
Alanna ThimelTs HCOM Capstone has
the answer.
“My capstone explores the question of if
it is possible for men and women to com
municate effectively with each other in a
platonic friendship,” Thimell said.
This is a very interesting topic to uncover
on a college campus where men and women
seem to be in every type of relationship.
“I go in depth in the generalized differ
ences in communication styles between
men and women. From there I describe the
different barriers male/female friendships

face due to the differences and societal atti
tudes toward this type of friendship.”
She explains how to overcome the barri
ers that exist between sexes and about what
men and women might have to offer in a
platonic relationship.
She concludes with thoughts about rela
tionships in general: “Friendship requires
equality, honesty, respect and trustworthi
ness for it to last. These virtues, while
sought after and displayed through differ
ent means, are all highly valued in both
male and female friendships.”
Thimell has been researching these pla
tonic relationships using sources from psy
chology, movies, and other entertaining
examples. She stresses that the same traits
from each gender in any relationship can be
an effective tool in bridging the gender gap
and effective in communication.

TELEDRAMATIC ARTS
& TECHNOLOGY
By Sophie Balia, Staff Reporter
Sophie_Balla@csumb.edu

It was not hard to see how much work goes
into a capstone project, judging by TAT
senior Adam Nielsen’s weary and exhausted
appearance as he proudly showed off his
capstone work of art.
The short movie, entitled “The Dive” is

“pretty much about Monterey County pool
skating,” said Nielsen.
The five-minute film shows a day in the
life of four skateboarders, coming to find
an abandoned pool to practice and show
pool skating talents to the background
music of local Monterey County bands.
Along with a regular digital camera,
Nielsen also used a 16mm camera for

filming the skaters, making it look like a
professional skating video.
Throughout the project, Nielsen faced
many problems, including the injury of one
of his cast members along with computer
problems that caused the project to be
delayed. The biggest challenge, however,
was not the planning or the filming, but
the work that went into putting the film

together after all the footage was shot.
Postproduction, the editing and cleanup
work, took Nielsen and his helpers two
months of solid work, which can be told by
the quality of this short skating video.
“The Dive” will premier on Friday, Dec.
17 at the World Theater. DVDs with 11minute bonus footage will also be available
upon request from Nielsen on FirstClass.
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Opinion
Drunk driving is for idiots

Fat fad sweeps campus

By Erin Lawley

By Rachel Kane

Drunk drivers are selfish morons who for alcohol-related incidences so much
don’t have a clue. If you’re going to drive, higher than theirs?
limit your drinking-it is NOT brain sur
It isn’t just college students, granted, but
gery to figure this out.
almost every week a CSUMB student is
According to alcoholalert.com 1,612 arrested on campus for DUI and noted in the
people in California died from alcohol- Police Activity Log posted on FirstClass.
related car accidents in 2002. This is 264
If you’re going to a party on the
more people than in 1997.
other side of town and feel the necessity
Why are DUIs so prevalent, especially to drink a ridiculous amount of alco
in college towns? According to http://test- hol, make sure someone you trust will
www.ots.ca.gov, there were 3,194 DUI remain sober and drive your belligerent
arrests, 356 alcohol-related injuries and ass home. And if you are the idiot who
20 alcohol-related deaths in Monterey swore you wouldn’t drink and you’d
County in 2001.
drive all your homies home, yet drank a
This beats Butte
fifth of Jack, it’s
County,
where
your job to spring
Chico State is
Yes, it is possible to go to a
for a cab.
located, by big
There is no rea
bar or house party and not get
numbers. In 2001
son to drive drunk.
shitcanned. Trust me folks, you
there were 1,395
Not only are you
can do it.
DUI arrests, 250
risking your own
alcohol-related
life, you are risking
injuries and nine
the lives of your
alcohol
related
friends who are
deaths in Butte County. Chico State passengers. Not to mention the innocent
has roughly 16,000 students and Butte bystanders in the crosswalk you could hit
College has about 12,000 students. Good when you run a stop sign.
‘ol CSUMB has less than 4,000 students
If you have to drink to have a good
and Monterey Peninsula College has just time, you have a problem. Just because
shy of 10,000 students.
others are drinking doesn’t mean you
This means Butte County has close to have to. Yes, it is possible to go to a bar or
twice the number of students Monterey house party and not get shitcanned. Trust
County has. So why are our numbers me folks, you can do it.

The other day when I was having lunch stuffed, causing her tank top to autono
at the Dining Commons, poking at the mously roll up to her midsection, near the
odd looking mush on my black, plastic bottom of her ribs.
plate, I spied a young lady strutting
I don’t know about the rest of the world,
proudly across the quad in the windy but when I walk into Macy’s with the
afternoon sun.
intention of buying a pair of pants or a
I only noticed her because of the deeply skirt, I don’t take the first pair I see that is
troubling persistence of the dark roots 2 sizes too small and just buy them with
reaching garishly out of her white scalp.
out trying them on.
But my enjoyment of the absurdity of
Why does it seem like a large major
my thoughts was placed on pause when I ity of young women, and unfortunately
saw the rest of her come through the side some older, think it’s way cute to wear
door of the Dining Commons eating area.
a small top when they are clearly better
I gasped in delicious horror as I bore suited for a large?
witness to the
Ladies, when
monstrosity that
you stand in
Why does it seem like a large majority
was her out
front of the
fit and leaned
mirror
in the
of young women, and unfortunately
over to share
morning
and
some older, think it’s way cute to wear
in the inevi
buckle
your
a small top when they are clearly better black, genuine
table gossiping
that would take
pleather, punk
suited for a large?
place amongst
rock, studded
my friends.
------------------------------ - -----------------------------belt, slap your
She
was
mesh hat over
wearing extremely low, extremely tight, the bleached mass that is your hair and
extremely expensive jeans and a tight, smear on the goopy, fruity smelling crap
pink tank top with spaghetti straps and you spent $15 on at MAC, take into
matching Ugg boots.
consideration that the spare tire you are
Her stomach, which seemed to be trying proudly displaying and accentuating with
to escape from over the wall of her Seven that rhinestone belly ring is not attractive.
for all Man Kind, distressed $140 ass
Word of advise: check yourself before a
coverers, looked painfully pinched and disgruntled stranger does.

Lack of services should deter victims from getting help
By Victoria Singleton

In response to the article in your paper, it
is very discouraging to say the least that
we are number one in sexual assaults in the
CSU system. It is also disappointing that
attempts to eradicate sexual violence on
campus are not working.
As a student and as an educator for the
Monterey Rape Crisis Center, it is frustrat
ing to not have the magic pill to solve this
issue. Furthermore, with only 15-20% of
rapes reported, that means that it is possible
that 80-85% of survivors are out there deal
ing with this silently.
There are many reasons why people
don’t report sexual violence, but lack of
resources should not be one of them. There
are plenty around and they all don’t have to
do with the police, but as it said in this busi
ness, there is no such thing as a first time
rapist, just a first caught one. The Personal
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Growth Center is there, there are at least
two rape crisis centers in Monterey County
that offer confidential help, through crisis
lines and counseling.
Some people don’t report because they
are afraid of what others will think of
them, or that this was some how their
fault. First of all, the only fault is that of
the rapist. Just because someone is drink
ing, doesn’t mean they want to have sex.
Just because someone is high, doesn’t
mean they want to have sex. Just because
someone is flirting, doesn’t mean they
want to have sex. Just because someone
accepts a dinner invitation, does not mean
they want to have sex. Just because some
one is passed out, does not mean that they
want to have sex.
People often say they believe that, but
they also say that if someone gets them
selves into that situation, then they are

asking for it. Lack of judgement, silliness,
naivete, lack of common sense, whatever
they want to call it, is not a crime. Rape is.
We all need to make a conscious effort
to support the men and women of this
campus. Is having sex with an unwilling
partner worth jail, prison and being reg
istered as a sex offender? And, just to be
clear, unwilling includes the victim who is
under-aged, drunk, or high no matter what
they say or don’t say.
Rape is not about sex, it is about power
and control. No one asks to be raped. No
one deserves to be raped.
While stranger rape is less common, it
would still behoove everyone to always be
aware of their surroundings. Rape occurs to
people of all ages, genders, and races. No
one is immune to sexual assault or being
given date rape drugs including men (#1
reason- robbery).

It is shown that one out of every four
college females is a target of sexual assault
and the person is known 90% of the time.
In addition, alcohol is not the only weapon
used in sexual assault, coercion, force, and
the threat of force is also used and they are
also considered crimes.
If we have to live here for four years, we
should be able to trust the people that we
live with, go to class with, and party with.
Rape is a violent act and is unacceptable.
We shouldn’t tolerate it or those that par
ticipate in it. Being homy, drunk, or high,
cannot excuse the behavior of rapists.
If you have any questions or want to
know what you can do, please contact
the Monterey Rape Crisis Center. Our
24/7 hotline number is 375-HELP, our
office number is 373-3955, or you can
look us up at www.mtryrapecrisis.org
for more information.
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Fine.

Hey! You can't
throw those

Downward Spiral

on the
GRound

Hey! You
can only
smoke if
you're
25 feet away

It's not My Fault That
You Put the Smokers
25 Feet Away froM

The Buildings. And
You PUT THE
ashtrays

NEXT TO
the door!

from the building

Editorial: It's not where you been, it's where you at
CSUMB is a great place. No, let’s does one of two things to every
rephrase that. CSUMB is an awe student who comes here. It either
puts one right in their element, or
some place.
abruptly yanks
Not because
__________ __________
them the hell
of the multi
If you can’t enjoy
out of it.
culturalism,
the irony of an
And both are
not
because
a
good thing.
of the service
ultra-liberal campus
learning, not
For those who
radicalizing a minority
found a new
because of the
of conservative
home among
nontraditional

republicans to the
the abandoned
faculty or the
barracks and
interdisciplin
point of vandalizing
ice plant cov
ary curriculum.
the World Theater
It’s not because
ered dunes, and
during
a
showing
of
finally found
we live next
“Fahrenheit 9/11,”
a place they
to the beach
fit in, every
between Santa
then you might as
one
should
Cruz and Big
well move to Idaho.
be
happy.
Sur, or because
Everyone
the local art,
---------------- __________
should be as
food and music
equally
impressed
by those who
scene are top of the line. The rea
son is simply because CSUMB can’t stand the onslaught of polit

ical correctness and alternative
learning, but are classy enough to
deal without going postal during
class discussions. And those who
get a little bit of both likely get the
most of the CSUMB experience.
If you can’t enjoy the irony of
an ultra-liberal campus radical
izing a minority of conservative
republicans to the point of van
dalizing the World Theater during
a showing of “Fahrenheit 9/11,”
then you might as well move to
Idaho. I hear it’s nice and boring
out there.

This is a campus of extremes.
An extremely beautiful environ
ment with extremely bad weather.
Extremely annoying conserva
tives surrounded by extremely
annoying liberals.
Extreme diver
sity and extreme

social

segrega

Hey Otters ~ We're college students; we all have opinions. We want to
hear what you have to say ... good and bad! Write a letter to the editor or
submit a guest opinion piece for publishing in The Otter Realm.

Send all letters (up to 300 words) and opinion pieces (up to 600
words) to Rachel_Kane@csumb.edu.

Otter Oops
There are no oops' to report.

tion. That might not all sound
extremely appealing to some, but
it’s extremely interesting. And you
should at least have some good
stories to tell.
Learning to appreciate the
Otters (the lazy, liberal student
kind), as well as the otters (the
lazy, fury animal kind), can some
times prove to be daunting task.
But therein lies one of the great
secrets of life - learning to appre
ciate what you have, who you
know and where you are.
If you can do that, you are way

I know I just stole a line from a
Tom Hanks movie, but I don’t
think he’ll mind.
CSUMB is what you make of
it, bottom line. Of course so is
everything else, but I guess that
never stopped anyone from com
plaining about the most insig
nificant shit one can imagine.

ahead of the game my friend.
No one said it was going to be

Everyone’s got a gripe, but no
one ever has a solution. It’s get
ting old, people.
The great comedian George
Carlin once said that when you’re
bom, you buy a ticket to the freak
show and we should all just sit
back and enjoy the show. Well, as

easy. It’s supposed to be hard; if
it was easy everyone would do it.
The hard is what makes it great.

a student at CSUMB you are on
stage at the freak show. But hey,
don’t we all want to be a star.
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Student

Spotlight

The folks’ editor
By Rachel Kane, Managing Editor
Rachel_Kane@csumb.edu

Contrary to the belief amongst

the editors that Lawley is a cau
tious individual, she has taken at

least one well-chosen risk in her
life in choosing to focus on the

Departing Edior in Chief of the

Realm, Erin Lawley, never saw

an all-nighter she didn’t like.
Darrell

Hirashima,

male dominated arena of Sports
writing.
Lawley’s guts and determina

Sports
said

tion paid off with a job as a
Sports reporter and columnist

Lawley’s late night production

at the Napa Valley Register in

Editor

for

the

Realm,

habits could be attributed to the

Lawley’s hometown of Napa

fact that she “was secretly in love

Valley, California where Lawley

with Aldo Vargas,” the incoming

will be the first female sports

Production Editor for the paper.

writer ever on staff.

Although he was flattered by

“Erin gives off kind of a hard,

the idea of having Lawley as

take no shit vibe, but she’s actu

an admirer, Vargas held closely

ally really very patient, which is

to the belief that suspicions and

evident in her putting up with me

mistrust rather than adoration

all the time,” said Hirashima.

was her main motivation for lin

Lawley, who will be receiving

gering in the office into the wee

her HCOM degree this winter in

hours of the morning.

a record four years, revolution

“She stayed because she’s a

ized and greatly improved the

control freak and she don’t trust

Sports section of the Realm, tak

us,” said Vargas.

ing it from one, colorless page to

Arts and Essence and Copy

Editor Michelle Burke, echoed

a three page section with one full
color page.

Vargas’ sentiment in agreeing that

Even though Lawley is begin

Lawley stayed so late “because

ning her adult career in the wine

she’s too scared that we’ll end up

country of Napa, the Realm will

with a pom magazine by the time

always reflect and cherish her

the night is over.”

Jordan-esque contribution.
PHOTO BY MICHELLE BURKE

Lawley handing out awards at the Fall 2004 Otter Realm wrap party at Gianni's Pizza

Otter Realm

Staff On

Campus

What are you going to do without Colleen Cooney,
graduating production editor?
Darrell Hirashima

Aldo Vargas

SPORTS EDITOR

INCOMING
PRODUCTION EDITOR

“Probably have a ner
vous breakdown, and bug
Michelle a lot more.”

Michelle Burke

Rachel Kane

A&E, COPY EDITOR

INCOMING
EDITOR IN CHIEF

“If I can't say ‘Colleeeeen...
What happened to my page’ I
don't know what I'll do. Probably
stare at the screen hoping for an
answer to appear. ”
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“Pray to God of InDesign,
who is a vengeful and fear
some deity, and pay homage
to him with bits of Pearly’s
hair (Colleen’s dog).”

“Wonder in amazement and astonish
ment how she did this week after week
without kill
ing someone
on staff.”
-answered
after
25
straight
hours
of
working on
production

